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Abstract:
Although the theory of innovation ecosystems is well structured and developed in the
field of technology and in a sense in basic sciences and engineering, it is not shaped in
humanities and social sciences and soft technologies. Perhaps because researchers in
the field of innovation studies have always looked at the concept of “innovation” with
an economic mindset. This economic approach is the beginning of the formation of the
“instrumental value” discourse in the valuation of humanities and social science
researches, which started as a rationale for getting financial support and began to
expand. The spread of this discourse and the comparison of the research results of these
sciences with the basic and engineering sciences by the same evaluation criteria have
caused many challenges and harms among the activists in the field of humanities and
social sciences and has led to the creation of a discouraging atmosphere and their
isolation. In contrast to this discourse, humanities and social science researchers believe
that the work they do has an “intrinsic value” in contrast to "instrumental value" in
which the economy cannot play a role. This confrontation creates serious strategic
differences in the justification and logic of investing in the activities and researches of
humanities and social sciences. In this article, while reviewing the views proposed
about the “value” of humanities and social sciences research in innovation ecosystems,
a model is proposed to show the channels of participation of these sciences in
innovation ecosystems. This model can be a solution for the compromise of critics of
instrumentalism in front of economists and make the way forward for financing
humanities and social sciences research smoother. Finally, implications for policy
making in the field of financing each of the channels of humanities and social science
research participation in innovation ecosystems have been stated.
Keywords: Innovation Ecosystems, Humanities and Social Sciences, Intrinsic Value,
Instrumental Value.
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