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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to provide a conceptual clarification and to determine the precise
relationship between the two key concepts of “progress” and “justice”, which have been articulated
as the central slogan of the fourth decade of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Given that development
and continuous advancement constitute some of the most fundamental concerns and aspirations of
social reformers as well as various governments, and that numerous macro- and micro-level policy
prescriptions are formulated on the basis of these overarching concepts, it appears essential to
present a coherent framework elucidating the relationship between progress and justice. The
“conceptual system of just progress”, developed through a re-examination of the ideas of Ayatollah
Khamenei (as the originator of the phrase “progress and justice”), seeks not only to offer an
interpretation aligned with his intellectual perspective but also to facilitate the convergence of
diverse viewpoints and to address existing theoretical and practical challenges in this field.

Methodology: This study was conducted using an exploratory qualitative approach. The primary
research method is thematic analysis based on the six-stage framework proposed by Braun and
Clarke. Texts and speeches by Ayatollah Khamenei concerning progress and justice were
examined through an in-depth and systematic analysis, and the relevant concepts were extracted
and organized into basic, organizing, and global themes. These themes were subsequently
integrated and presented within a coherent and structured semantic network.

Findings: Based on the analysis conducted, the relationship between these two concepts can be
reconceptualized within a coherent conceptual system. The central core of the “conceptual system
of just progress” posits that any conception of growth and progress inherently entails a
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corresponding definition of what is considered right and just; in other words, every form of
progress implicitly adopts a particular understanding of justice.

This system is structured across two interrelated layers. The first is the foundational and directional
layer, in which the triad of spirituality, rationality, and justice (corresponding to the fourfold
framework of thought, science, life, and spirituality) is identified as the guiding and governing
principles of the process of just progress. The second is the teleological layer, encompassing
ultimate ends and objectives. Within this layer, three core goals—the consolidation of governance,
the sustainability of generations, and the consolidation of wealth—are articulated as the final aims
of just progress.

Conclusion: The present research demonstrates that, contrary to certain prevailing interpretations
and readings, progress and justice are not two entirely separate or mutually conflicting concepts;
rather, they are situated within a broader, overarching system. In this perspective, progress and
justice are fully aligned and overlapping, such that “people-centered progress is defined as social
justice itself.” Accordingly, the dimensions, criteria, and principles of social justice must constitute
the core foundation and cornerstone of any model of progress. By simultaneously emphasizing
spiritual-rational foundations and concrete, constitutive objectives, this conceptual system can
function as a theoretical roadmap for overcoming conceptual disputes and policy-making
fluctuations. Themes such as “criteria and indicators of just progress,” “the relationship between
objectivity and subjectivity in just progress,” and “the dimensions and differentiations of just
progress” may be regarded as significant and prospective research agendas for scholars interested
in this field.

Keywords: Progress, Social Justice, Development, Thinking, Life, Spirituality, Public
Policymaking, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei.
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