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Abstract:

This study aims to explore, understand, and classify the roles of policy
entrepreneurs in public policy-making, providing a deeper understanding of
this phenomenon from the perspectives of the study participants. A
phenomenographical approach was adopted, with semi-structured
interviews as the primary method of data collection. The sampling was
purposive, employing maximum variation and snowball methods, with a
sample sizse determined based on theoretical saturation, totaling twenty
participants. Interviews were conducted with twenty individuals who had
recently engaged in policy entrepreneurship through implementing policy
innovations across eleven policy domains. The analysis revealed six
descriptive categories of policy entrepreneurs' roles: "Concerned Actor,"
"Mentor,” "Marketer,” "Politician,"” "Behind-the-Scenes Actor,” and
"Observer," each categorized at the individual, policy network, and
institutional levels. Based on these identified descriptive categories, an
Outcome Space of the roles of policy entrepreneurs in public policy-making
in Iran is presented to address the research question.
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