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Abstract

This article seeks to explain how contemporary governments can develop robust national capacities to
confront complex and multidimensional crises such as war, pandemics, climate-related disasters, cyber
threats, and geopolitical shocks. The author argues that existing scholarship and practice in the field of
crisis have largely evolved within three relatively separate streams-crisis governance, crisis management,
and crisis operations-and that this fragmentation has created a gap between strategic policymaking,
organizational coordination, and frontline operational implementation. To address this disjunction, the
article introduces the concept of “crisismanship” as an integrated framework for leadership and capacity
building under crisis conditions. Crisismanship refers to the ability of a crisis administration system to align
policy frameworks, managerial mechanisms, and operational responses within a coherent and mutually
reinforcing structure under conditions of uncertainty and time pressure. The findings suggest that countries
with higher levels of crisis stewardship capacity are better able to anticipate, absorb, and recover from
disruptive events affecting society. As a result, they are more likely to enhance both the quality of crisis
governance and the overall capacity of the state.
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